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Last month, we elected our 44th President of the United 
States to a second term, honored our veterans both living 
and deceased and celebrated Thanksgiving. Now the season 
of Christmas is upon us.

Will Rogers said, “We can’t all be heroes. Some of us have 
to stand on the curb and clap as they go by.” Today there are 
more than 25 million veterans living among us. There are 17 
million World War II Veterans alive today. It is estimated that 
740 vets die each day. In tribute to all veterans, these are the 
words to a poem “To Those Who Served” (author unknown):

We walk for those who no longer walk,
We speak for those whose voice is still,
We remember those with memories lost,
And we honor those that fell.
The soldiers on foreign seas,
Marines who died in hand-to-hand,
That we might all be free.
The airmen who, in lofty skies,
Flew bravely into wars,
The men who stayed to watch our coast,
And guard our freedom’s shores, 
To those brave men and women,
Give honor justly due,
Their ultimate sacrifice guaranteed
Freedom for me and you.
In October, I met a local author, Michael McWade, at our 

book sale at the Heritage Center. He was certain that I knew 
all about Rudolph-the-Red-Nose-Reindeer through books, 
songs and movies. However, could I tell him anything about 
Santa’s other reindeer – Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, 
Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen? Since I could not answer 
his question, Mr. McWade showed me his new book, The 
Reindeer Chronicles – The Green Scarf. In his first book, 
he explains how Dasher began his quest to become one of 
Santa’s flying reindeer. Sequels will follow. If there are any 
parents that would like to bring their children to the Heritage 
Center to meet and hear Mr. McWade read parts of his new 
book, please call the Village Hall at (708) 246-3080. 

If there is enough interest, we will arrange a day and time 
to meet in December or January.

We have a wonderful group of residents who staff the 
Heritage Center Library. We are in need of a few more docents 
to volunteer 2 hours a month: Saturday 10-3 or Sunday 12-3. 
If you would like to volunteer, please call the Village Hall at 
(708) 246-3080, Jane Kuhn at (708) 246-0293 or (708) 246-
2328.

Although we have celebrated Thanksgiving, Mayor 
Richard Andrews and the Village Board of Trustees want 
to thank our crossing guards for keeping our children safe. 
We also thank Chief Frank Alonzo and the Indian Head Park 
Police Department for their diligence and hard work. As the 
Christmas season approaches and snow begins to fall, we 
thank the Public Works Department for always keeping our 
streets clear no matter what the hour or the day. Last, but 
certainly not least, we thank our administrative staff for helping 
our residents and keeping up with our paperwork.

In closing, Mayor Andrews and the Village Board of 
Trustees wish to extend to all residents and their families a 
very Merry Christmas!
Sincerely, Trustee Anne Bermier 
P.S.:
Electrical Aggregation

IHP voters have approved the establishment of an opt-
out electrical aggregation program for the Village.  This was 
the first necessary step towards achieving village-wide cost 
savings on our electric bills by consolidating our accounts 
and negotiating a cheaper electricity supply.  The next step 
will be for the VBT to adopt a plan of governance with input 
from our residents.  To do this, the VBT will hold two public 
meetings prior to the January Village Board meeting (see the 
Notice below) for this purpose.  After the plan of governance is 
adopted, the Village will then be able to solicit bids for a low-
cost electricity supplier.  More details about this will be given 
at the public meetings.  See you there.

Revenue Referendum
The Revenue Referendum did not receive majority support 

from the voters at the last election.  Accordingly, the VBT and 
I will continue to do our best going forward with the resources 
we have at hand.  It is too early to tell what impact this will 
have on our budget and Village services going forward.  When 
we commence work on our next fiscal year budget, we will 
be able to analyze the matter in detail.  None of us on your 
Village team enjoys telling you that the Village needs more 
revenue and the last resort of a property tax increase had to 
be considered.  However, in keeping with our oath to do our 
best for the Village, it is necessary sometimes to put a matter 
such as village finances before you for your input.  We have 
your direction and we will do our utmost best to operate our 
Village in accordance with them.  Thank you to all who took 
the time to vote on November 6th.  Democracy is alive and 
well in Indian Head Park!
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Smoke Signals is published by the Village of Indian Head Park 
to inform its residents of present activities in the village and the  
ever-growing plans for the future in the pursuit of better government 
and good citizenship.

Teepee Topics news items should be submitted to the Newsletter 
Coordinator at the Municipal Offices.

Full page advertisements - $200.00, 1/2 page advertisements -  
$125.00, 3 1/2” x 3 1/2” size advertisements - $75.00, business 
card size advertisements - $45.00, trading post advertisements -  
$20.00 (no commercial advertisements - the advertisement will run 
two times at no cost, then a $20.00 charge).

Extra copies and back issues (up to one year) of Smoke Signals 
can be obtained at the Village Hall.

www.indianheadpark-il.gov

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HEAD PARK
201 Acacia Drive, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
(708) 246-3080
www.indianheadpark-il.gov

Office Hours 
Mon., Tues., Wed. and Fri 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and  
Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays
Mayor: Richard S. Andrews
Trustees: Deborah A. Anselmo Carol Coleman
 Brian T. Bailey Norman L. Schnaufer
 Anne Bermier Matthew P. Walsh II
Village Clerk: Joseph V. Consolo
Chief of Police/
Administrator: Frank Alonzo, Jr.
Police Dept. Non-Emergency 246-4534
 Emergency 9-1-1
Fire Dept. Non-Emergency 352-9229
 Emergency 9-1-1

The advertisements and notices of privately sponsored events or activities contained in Smoke Signals are provided for informational purposes only, and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the Village of Indian Head Park, its officials or employees. The inclusion of a product advertisement or notice of a 

privately sponsored event or activity herein should not be construed as an endorsement by the Village of that product, event or activity.

In closing, I wish a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all of you!  This holiday season let us remember 
. . .Christmas isn’t just a day. It’s a frame of mind.

                  - Valentine Davies in Miracle on 34th Street
Peace! 
Mayor Richard S. Andrews

Alterations . . . Experienced with silks, woolens, ultrasuede, 
leathers, hems, zippers, etc. Heirloom chris-
tening gowns designed from mother’s wedding 
gown. Call Jean at (708) 246-6635.

Notice of Public Hearing
Aggregation of Residential and Small 
Commercial Retail Electric Rates Village of 
Indian Head Park

The approval of a referendum on November 6, 2012 
authorized the Village of Indian Head Park to negotiate for 
electric rates on behalf of residents and small businesses 
of the village.  Notice is hereby given that public hearings 
will be held on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 at 7:30 pm 
and on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 7:30 pm regarding the 
proposed Village of Indian Head Park Electric Aggregation 
Plan of Operation and Governance. The hearings will be 
held in the board room of the Village of Indian Head Park 
Municipal Building located at 201 Acacia Drive, Indian 
Head Park, IL 60525. A copy of the proposed Plan of 
Operation and Governance is available for review at the 
Village Clerk’s Office during regular business hours, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Written and oral 
comments will be accepted at each hearing. 

Scheduled Meeting Dates 
Village Board of Trustees: 7:30 p.m.:  

Thursday, January 10, 2013 
Planning and Zoning Commission: 7:30 p.m.:  

Tuesday, January 8, 2013  
Fire and Police Commission: 7:00 p.m.

No meeting scheduled at this time.
E-911 Board: 6:30 p.m.

No meeting scheduled at this time.

All meetings are held at the Municipal Facility at  
201 Acacia Drive. All residents are welcomed!

Advertisement

Terri Bergmann Shepley 
Broker Associates 
Baird & Warner
(708) 646-4176 (cell) 
(708) 491-4130 (office) 
(708) 491-4155 (fax)

terri.shepley@bairdwarner.com 
114 Calendar Avenue • LaGrange, IL 60525

Terrishepley.bairdwarner.com

Aging Care News
Aging Care Connections located 

in LaGrange provides a variety of 
programs to seniors throughout 
the year. For further information on 
upcoming programs and events, please call (708) 354-1323 
or visit their Website at www.agingcareconnections.org.
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Advertisements

JOHN C. SKREKO, DDS, MAGD
Master Academy of General Dentistry
Fellow Academy of General Dentistry
Fellow Academy of Dentistry International
Fellow International College of Dentists

• Serving the community 
over thirty years. 

• Call for an
appointment.

• Most procedures 
performed. 

• Comprehensive care for
the family including implants.

6961 VINE STREET, SUITE #A
INDIAN HEAD PARK, IL 60525

708-246-1263

Advertisements

The Pomp Room
Full Service Beauty Shop

Styling for Men, Women & Children
246-8680

6934 Wolf Road • Indian Head Park, IL 60525
in Indian Head Park Shopping Center (Where 66 & Wolf Road Meet)

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Thurs. 9-7 • Closed Sundays
Frank DeLaurentis, owner

Tired of curly hair? 
New service offered –  

Keratin Complex. 
Call for consultation

Thomas Patrick Walls Company 
Full Service, High Quality Construction 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels; 
Complete Exterior Restorations 
and Full Basement Renovations. 

Call us for a free consultation 
708.243.7582

Or visit our website at: www.tpwconstruction.com

YOUR HOME RENOVATION SPECIALISTS 

Pooky’s Pet Walking
A-1 Service for Your K-9’s

Leeann Plikuhn, Walker/Proprietor

11026 W. 72nd Street 
Indian Head Park, IL 60525

(708) 646-6280 (cell) 
Pookyp59@yahoo.com

Your Ashbrook Specialist . . .

Put 40+ years of real estate experience in
the Western Suburbs to work for you!

Pat Lehman
CRS, GRI
630/586-7440
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Our condolences to the Hymel family on the loss of 

John Hymel. John was a dedicated member of the Brook-
field Police Department for 35 years, 13 of those years he 
served as Chief of Police for Brookfield. He later served the 
Village of Indian Head Park as Chief of Police for four years. 
John was also a US Navy submarine veteran of the Korean 
War and he will be missed by everyone that knew him.

Congratulations to the following students from Indian Head 
Park who achieved honor roll status at Nazareth Academy: 
Kevin Connelly, Taryn Kryza, Rachel Pellegrino, Anna Ra-
fanelli, Cara Rafanelli, Michael Yu and Nicole Tank.

Under the Illinois Electronic Products Recycling and Re-
fuse Act certain electronic items may not be disposed of with 
refuse collected for disposal at landfills such as computers, 
monitors, printers, scanners, televisions, fax machines, video 
recorders, small scale servers, etc. Residents may visit the 
following Website to find a location where such items can be 
disposed of properly: www.epa.state.il.us. The Village of In-
dian Head Park is also a member of the West Cook County 

Advertisement

Carpenter
Looking for small jobs

40 years experience

Call Bob 
708-246-0164

Solid Waste Agency which hosts an electronics recycling 
event at least twice a year at various locations. The Website 

is www.westcook.org. 


